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Same Person

Abstract

The present study examines Korsgaard’s use of the distinction between practical and
theoretical reason in her response to Parfit’s conception of what it is to be a person. According
to her account, practical reason has priority over theoretical reason in framing our conception
of person. The present study picks up the thread of her argument and extends it in a novel way
to tackle questions about personal identity. The problem of personal identity as is framed in
the Lockean tradition is rejected, and our identity as practically situated agents are understood
in terms of the free will in our person and our ability to act directly and intentionally with our

bodies.
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